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Look at the impact you have had!!

Planned Giving to the Hillsboro 
Schools Foundation is a 
profound way to invest in the 
future of our community’s 
public schools. The impact 
of Planned Giving is far-reaching and allows 
donors to contribute significant financial support 
through bequests, trusts, or other financial 
instruments. It helps the Foundation plan long-
term projects with confidence, knowing there 
will be a steady stream of funds.
It can be as simple as providing our EIN (91-
1779425) to your financial advisor. Contact 
Matt Brennan today at mattb@wcchamber.
org, or 503-726-2159 with any questions. Your 
legacy will be one of enduring support and 
transformative impact! 

What an incredible year!! Thanks to all of your generosity, 
the Hillsboro Schools Foundation was able provide valuable 
opportunities and resources to the students of the Hillsboro 

School District. With support from donors 
like you, the Foundation has funded 
innovative programs that enhance STEM 
education, arts, career and college 
readiness, and has also provided a 
significant infusion of new books in 
every school library.

Thanks to your support, any high school student can work on 
their veterinary technician license at HilHi, receive their forklift 
certification at Glencoe, lead the way in nursing and health 
sciences at Century, and log flight simulation hours through 
Liberty at the O-ACE campus at the Hillsboro Airport!
 

Community engagement and support remain vital. HSF’s 
successful fundraising events and generous 
donations drive impactful projects. 
Collaborations with local businesses, like 
Royal Moore Auto Group, have enabled 
facility enhancements, including new shot 
clocks in every high school gym. 
 

Your support fosters a nurturing environment 
for students to thrive. Thank you! As we look ahead, the 
Foundation remains dedicated to bridging educational gaps, 
inspiring creativity, and cultivating a love for learning, shaping a 
brighter future for Hillsboro’s youth.



As we wrap up the 2023-24 school year, it’s a time of celebration 
and reflection. At HSF, we’ve been reflecting on bridge building.  
Bridges can be short, where we walk a few steps by foot. Bridges 
can span so long you can’t see what’s on the other side. Our 
Foundation builds a wide range of bridges to connect caring 
partners to Hillsboro students in order to create an endless number of 
opportunities that will take them as far as their dreams can imagine.

We have the unique ability to complement and support the goals 
of HSD. When the District began their plan to redefine career and 
college pathways, we dreamed of jump-starting middle school 
shops and bringing them into the 21st century. With the support of 
building principals like Jon Pede, we brought new life into dusty old 
spaces. And as the lights came on, and new technology filled the 
spaces, students began exploring career opportunities and bridges were built to our high 
school career courses.

As the District used the construction bond to build the infrastructure for these 62 career 
pathways, we looked to fill the gap between the infrastructure a bond can fund and the 
real tools and equipment professionals use. With ongoing support from generous business 
partners like Dave and Christine Vernier, of Vernier Science Education, we’re able to bridge 
those gaps. This year we’ve funded programs in construction, engineering, and veterinary 
sciences.

As the diversity of the District’s programming has grown, so has our community. The 
Foundation creates a bridge to the rich cultural diversity of our district. With partners like 
Mike and Laura McMurray’s Hillsboro Hops, we raised funds that allowed us to infuse our K-12 
libraries with thousands of books in multiple languages reflecting the diversity of our students 
and their families. 

The first bridge this Foundation built was the connection between educators and innovation. 
With the help of long-time supporters like founding Board Members Mary and Kurt Koehler, 
we provide innovative grants annually to fund ideas that spark creativity and engage 
students in new ways. Please enjoy reading about this year’s awardees in this newsletter. Our 
Board, staff and volunteers are all dedicated to bridging the gaps between what students 
need and what school budgets allow for. We facilitate ongoing in-kind donations from many 
organizations while also providing a place for community members to share their time and 
talents. 

This spring, we completed a bridge we have been building for three years - our elementary 
career exploration kits through which students get to Imagine the Adventures that await 
them. This has been a three-year $450,000 initiative designed for elementary schools to 
support career pathways. We know students can’t be what they don’t see, and we want 
every student regardless of their gender, background, or socio-economic status to know their 
potential is limitless. We added even more supplies and tools to the kits this school year based 
on feedback from teachers. We were thrilled to expand this bridge beyond its initial target.  

Thank you for partnering with HSF. We’re glad you’re here! When we come together, we 
build bridges to success for all students.

President’s Message-Kim Strelchun

A tremendous THANK YOU to all of the 
sponsors, donors, guests, and volunteers 
involved with HSF’s 24th annual Auction 
& Gala!

We are especially thankful to our 
presenting sponsor, Vernier Science 
Education; our contributing sponsor, NW 
Catering; cocktail sponsor, Tito’s; prize 
sponsor, Forrit Credit Union; and our 
patron table sponsors: AKS Engineering 
& Forestry, Applied Materials, Banner 
Bank, Trudy Brennan & Bill White, DLR 
Group, First Tech Federal Credit Union, 
Hillsboro Hops, JH Kelly, Skanska, and 
Vames, Wang, & Sosa.

With over 230 people in the room on 
Saturday night, and nearly 350 people 
participating in the week-long online 
silent auction, HSF was able to raise 
over $230,000! Your generosity and 
willingness to support the students 
and educators in Hillsboro’s schools is 
inspiring. It is an honor and a privilege 
to be your partner in enriching the 
educational experience for our students!

Presented by:



 Meet HSF’s Newest Board Members!
The Hillsboro Schools Foundation has an all volunteer Board of Directors. Our amazing 

community members continue to get involved and support Hillsboro students! 
Interested in volunteering with HSF? Please contact us at foundation@wcchamber.org. 

Dylan has lived in Hillsboro since 2005, and both of his children 
are graduates of Minter Bridge, South Meadows and Hilhi.

He owns a Farmers Insurance agency in Orenco Station, and 
is active volunteering with youth basketball and baseball 
organizations, the Washington County Chamber of Commerce 
and Hillsboro Schools Foundation. He also umpires JBO 
baseball in the spring and summer.

He joined the HSF Board in 2023 because he wants to give back 
to the school community that has helped educate his children 
and given his family so much through the years.

Dylan Alford

Art Mendez

Arturo Mendez is a 20 year semiconductor professional.  He 
is an operations manager with Applied Materials managing 
a team of 40 semiconductor engineers working in the Epitaxy 
module.

He has a passion for community engagement where he has 
the opportunity to assist under-represented youth in the 
Portland Metro area.  Arturo is a member of the board for the 
Latino Business Advisory Council through the Washington 
County Chamber of Commerce, sits on the board for the 
Oregon Startup Center and is the Chairman of the Board for 
Hispanics in Partnership through Applied Materials Foundation.  

Arturo enjoys playing golf, reading, drawing/painting, riding 
motorcycles, working on old BMWs and spending quality time 
with his family.

Tim Moe

Tim grew up in Washington County, moved away for college 
and work, and returned home in the late 1990’s. His family 
has lived in Hillsboro since 2001. All 3 of his adult children 
have proudly gone through the Hillsboro School District. Tim 
previously worked in Finance and Risk Management. Over 
the past 20+ years Tim has worked as an educator in various 
capacities at the college level but primarily at the high school 
level in the Beaverton School District.

He joined the HSF board in 2023 because he wants to give back 
to the school community that has helped educate his children. 
He strongly believes in the mission of public education and is 
proud to support an organization that helps HSD student be all 
they can be.

Matt Turner

Matt grew up in the Washington County area, graduating from 
Westview High School. Matt’s journey started out as a teller at 
Washington Mutual right out of high school, eventually growing 
into his current role as Manager at the WaFd branch right here in 
Hillsboro. 

His focus is being with his family, his wife Nicole, and his four 
beautiful kids: Asher, Lexy, Maddox, and Maddox. Yes, being a 
blended family, he has two boys named Maddox, calling them 
“Big” and “Little”. His four kids keep him busy with sports all 
year as they are all active in wrestling, baseball, soccer, and 
basketball. Matt loves to cheer on the Ducks, Blazers, Mariners, 
and Seahawks, but most of all he enjoys spending time with his 
family adventuring. Matt and his wife want their children to travel 
and experience all the different cultures in the world. 

Matt joined the HSF Board because he wanted to be part of this 
organization to make a difference for our youth.

The third annual HSF Alumni Network Golf 
Tournament was played on Thursday, 
September 14th, 2023!  It could not have 
been a more picture-perfect day as 
nearly 50 players joined fellow friends of 
HSF and alumni of HSD at McKay Creek. 
Thank you to all for your support!
We would like to extend our great 
appreciation to our hole sponsors: DLR 
Group, Dick’s Auto Group, Millenium 
Graphics, and The Salazar Agency with 
Country Financial. Additionally, many 
thanks to Coyote’s Bar & Grill for their 
support, and for donating the post-event 
food. Lastly, many thanks to McKay 
Creek Golf Course for prizes and swag.

Registration now open for our 
4th annual event on Thursday, 
September 12th, 2024. Sign up 
at www.hsfonline.org today!

2023 Champions-
Tim Duvall, Mark Ferris, 
Aaron Kellar, Mike Kellar



Circles for Education
Presidents Circle $25,000 & above

Benefactors Circle $10,000 & above

Royal Moore Auto Center

Patrons Circle $5,000 & above

Directors Circle $2,500 & above

AKS Engineering and Forestry LLC
Alaska Airlines
Applied Materials
Joan and Steve Callaway
Linda and Dave Chan
DLR Group
Judy Dodson
Jeff Duyck
Jo Evans
Robyn Griffiths
Josh Hanna
Marilynn and Ralph Helzerman

Recognition of HSF Donors 2023-2024
With most sincere thanks, we acknowledge your generous contributions  
made from April 1st, 2023 to March 31st, 2024. We regret any  
errors or omissions. Please contact the HSF office at 503-726-2159 to  
report any corrections.

Dave & Christine Vernier

New Seasons Market
Adam Schmidt
Washington County Chamber of 	    
  Commerce *In-Kind
Mike and Nadine Zimmerlund
Anonymous

Clay Henderson
Sara Hortenstine
JH Kelly LLC
Jim and Dianna Murphy Fund
Diane Kiley
Dayna Kirk
Kurt and Mary Koehler
Patricia Macfarlane-Hoder
John and Rebecca McAllister
Ed and Carrie McQuown
Brett and Ava Palmquist
Cheryl Russell

Trammel Crow Company

Skanska USA Building Inc
Kim and Tim Strelchun
Vames, Wang & Sosa
Vernier Software & Technology, 
LLC Charitable Giving Committee
David Waibel
Pamela and William Waibel
Katy Walker
Kaysi and Mike Whelan
Nick White
Roger and Nicole Will
Jerry and Judy Willey

Trudy Brennan and William White

Holly and Reed Fowler
Kim Gaston
Chuck Gregory
Gail and Rob Harris
Hawthorn Farm Athletic Club
Janice and Bradley Hayes
Walter and Roberta Hellman
Mark and Wanda Hemenway
Ben and Rebekah Herndon
Dick and Sue Hertel
Maurine Hoder
Stacey Hutchinson
Annemarie and John Jacques
Kirby Nagelhout Construction 
Company

Dylan Alford
Applied Materials Foundation
Ray and Laura Bekken
Tom and Vanessa Bunker
Aron and Pete Carleson
Elizabeth and Jeremiah Case
CedarTree Hotels
Christine Jones Estep and         
Blake Clough 
Suzanne and Tim Cusick
Barbara Duerden
Lisa and Josh Durham
Rick Edge
Raul Estrada
Geoffrey and Janis Foote

Bill Klug
LAD Labs Dermatology
Lam Research
Emerald and Carlos Lopez
Erik and Tina Maki
Mike and Laura McMurray
David McVean
Jake Mead and Brian O’Connor
Timothy and Dawn Moe
Nike Sports Marketing
David and Lisa Ogden
Joe and Bobbie Rodriguez
Shannon and Jim Rose
Lynn Scheller

Henry and Nancy Schmidt
Laurie Schmidt
Kim and Brad Smith
Janeen and Tony Sollman
Mike Taylor
The Doctors Company
ThermoFisher Scientific
Sonta Thompson
Heather and Chris Van Dyke
Marilyn and Merlin Vilhauer
Lynn and Sue Voigt
Keenan and Kona Williams
Anonymous

Leaders Circle $1,000 & above

Contributors - Thank you for your incredible support!

AAA Oregon
Dan Abrams
AC Hotel Portland Beaverton
Nancy and Tony Adamou
Christopher and Angela Adzima 
Yaser Afshar
Timothy Alig
Lisa and Kyle Allen
Allied Flooring
Rebecca Alonzo
Alpine Entertainment
Al’s Garden
Amaterra
AmazonSmile Foundation
American Family Insurance Dreams Foundation
Ancestry Brewing
Debra and Theo Anderson 
Erik and Jen Anderson
Ankeny Vineyard
Anonymous
Lani Arakaki-Schadt
Ardiri Winery
Lila Ashenbrenner and Ali Sadri
Selma Attride
Hannah August
Bonnie Bailey
Darren Balauro
MaryAnn and Phil Barnekoff
Hillary Barraza
Lisa Battrick
Jenna and Ray Bayer
Andrew and Nicole Bekken
Sharon Belville
Janet Bentz
Judy Berger
Harvey and Nancy Berkey
Margaret Bertucci
Big 5
Bird Alliance of Oregon
Birdie Time Pub
Susan Blair

Blizzard Wines
Blue Ox
Josehine Boisselle
Linda Bolewicz
Carolyn and Ralph Bond
Mary Borts
Christine E Bosch
Daniel Bosshardt and Kelsey Cleveland
Debra and Melton Bost
Sue and Randy Boucher
Lisa and James Bradburn
Lorraine Braukman
Bravuro Cellars
Matt Brennan
Brisket Boy
Karla and Brian Brokaw
Brooks Winery
Brubaker Fine Art Photography
Brubaker Photography
Tracie Bullis
Bullwinkle’s
Kat Burgess
Robin Burns
Marius Calin
Elijah Caluya
Cambia Health Foundation
Gordon Campbell
Campbell Car Wash
Alex and Anissa Campista
Annette and Kimberly Campista
Margaret Canaga
Andrea Cannon
Steven Carboni and Anita Cassarino
Hannah and Matt Carleson
Suzanne and Dan Carleson
Bette Carlisle
Carlton Winemakers Studio
Niki and Kevin Carr
Priscilla Carver
Gabriel Casas
Mary Castro

Cathedral Ridge Winery
Nancy and Grant Causton
Cedar Mountain Construction
Century High School
Chick-Fil-A Tanasbourne
Donna Childress
Chinook Winds Casino Resort, 
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians
City Cruises
Columbia Gorge Museum
Columbia River Maritime Museum
Columbia Sportswear
Comcast
Gary Conaway
Melinda Cooper
Grant and Jeena Corliss
Janice Cornutt
Costco
Matthew Costigan and Jane Siguenza
Country Financial- Guillermo Salazar
Coyote’s Bar & Grill
Crater Lake Spirits
CRKT
Judith and Patrick Cross
James and Julie Crotts
Graham and Peggy Crow
Cindy Dauer
Kristine Dearborn
Nancy and Patrick Dening
Margaret Deveraux
Dick’s Auto Group
Calvin Diller and Elizabeth Tarr
Dobbes Family Estate Winery
Laurens and Rose Driessen
Catherine East
Celeste and Steven Edgmont
Edward Jones
Elk Cove Vineyards and Pike Road Wines
Tamara Ellingson
Amanda Elliott
Amy and Steve Ellis

Elmer’s Restaurant
Emerge Realty Partners LLC
Enchanted Forest
Suze Engbretson
enJoy Dragonfly LLC
Patricia Espenscheid
Ethereal Wellness Boutique
Trina Evans
Evergreen Aviation and Space Museum
Evergreen Golf Course
Evergreen Middle School Parent Group
Kathryn Ewing
Christine Farris
Amy Feehan
Joyce Felton
Heather Ferrin-Myers and Michael Myers
Five Star Builders
Michael Fletcher
Laura Floyd
Forest Hills Golf Course
Mark and Linda Forker
Forrit Credit Union
John W Foster
Lynne Foster
David Francis
Robert Frazier
Shannon Freudenthal
Maddie Fry
Ted and Kathy Fuller
Joleen Funk
Elizabeth Galbraith
Gary and Joanne Gallagher
Lindsay Garcia
Margarita Garcia
Jeanine Garrett
Jared and Kim Gaskin
Rich and Susan Gaston
Mikey Gatlin
Charles and Charlene Gebhardt
Ruth and John Gibbs
Eugene Gill

Bob and Carolyn Beall
Betsy and Jim Biller
Dutch Bros LLC
Stan Geiger and Marilynn Stribling
Hillsboro Hops Professional Baseball
Theresa Kirsch and Bob Grover

The Synopsys Foundation



 

Dave and Liz Gillespie
Gimre’s Shoes
Glencoe High School
Lee Gochenour
Gochenour Photography
Joseph and Jennifer Gold
Golden Valley Brewery
Caroline Goodall
Elizabeth Graser
Sophia Grassman
Amor Greagor
Great Harvest Bread Company
Martha Guise
Hair By Emily
Colleen Hampton
Darrin and Kimberly Hancock
Handel’s Ice Cream
Jordan Harpole
Kimberly Harrison
Christine Hart
HART Theatre
Marika Hartfeil
Kimberli Harwood
Eric Heit
Helium Comedy Club
Keaton and Meaghan Hemenway
Janet Henrichs
Ivan Hernandez
Nicole Hernandez-Marrs
Shelly Herndon
Janis and Roger Hill
Hillsboro Dance Center
Hillsboro High School
Cris Himes
Lea Hoffman
Brian Hoge
Kris Hoggard
Honest 1 Auto Care
Trixie Honeywell
Drake Hood
Hopscotch Portland
Tia Houston
Cheryl Howe
Jerry Huettmann
Ben and Kelsey Huff
Julia and Steven Huffman
Kevin Hughes
Imlay Elementary PTA
Renee Irikawa
Kenneth and Anne Jackson
Daniel Jeffery
Jerry’s Rogue Jets
Lyndsey Jimenez
Janette Johns and Sophia Grassman
Doug and Bev Johnson
Nathan Johnson
Sara Johnson
Stephen Johnson
Robanne and Randy Johnston
Nathan Johy
Jeff Jones
Dan and Jana Jordan
Marilyn Joyce
Tira Karlen
Julie and Timothy Kasper
Sunny Kay
Aaron Kellar
Sarah Keller
Morgan Kenny

Miranda Kessler
Philip Kindel
Brian King
KingPins Family Entertainment 
Centers
Nancy Kingston
Amanda Klecan
Scott Klemp
Bill and Theresa KoehnkeIowa - Iowa 
Hills Farm
Tom Kramer
Terry Kristensen
Kroger
Bernd and Karen Kuehn
Jared Lamb
Langers Fun Center
Mark Langseth
Dave Laubenthal
Angie Lausche
Lavender and Ivy Bag Co.
Kathryn Law
Henry Lazenby
Peggy LeClair
Dennis and Erika Lewis
Liberty High School
Jane and Steven Linn
Jen Little
Lloyd Center Ice Rink
Suzanne and Brent Logan
Kyle Long
Lyndsey Lopez
Carol Loughner
Anonymous
Crystal Lubcke
Jodie Lundin
Ashley Lusk
Gary and Jan Lusk
Shannon and Kyle Lusk
Timothy and Beverly Lutz
Ana Martinez
Mayflower Park Hotel
Sheila and Brad McCollum
Karen and Kevin McCormick
Tracy and Mark McInally
McKay Creek Golf Course
Selene McKedy
McKinney Elementary PTO
Patti McLeod
Megan McMahan
McMenamins Pubs and Breweries
Jeffrey McNamee
Cary Meier
Danielle Meininger
Art Mendez
Meraki Fitness
Karen Merrill
Jayne Meyer
Millennium Graphics/Scottage LLC
Nicole Miller
Rodd Miller
Dawn Montgomery and Shawn Vorrath
MoPop Museum of Pop Culture
Pam Moreland
David Moreno
Christina Morgan
Michelle Morrison
Jessica Morton
Mo’s Restaurant
Motts Carpet Cleaning

Karen and Kevin Murphy
Megan Nace
Neuman Hotel Group
Audrea and James Neville
New Phoenix and The Last Frontier 
Casinos
Wesley Newsome
David and Lisa Nieslanik
Nike Employee Matching Gift Program
North Clackamas Aquatic Park
Northwest League of Professional Baseball
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Brooke and Matt Nova
NW Events & Environments
Oaks Park Amusement Park
Office Evolution
Damon Ogle
Sarah Ogle
Old Spaghetti Factory
Oregon Children’s Theatre
Oregon Historical Society
Oregon International Air Show
Oregon Shakespeare Festival
Oregon Spine and Disc
Oregon State University Athletics
Orenco Elementary School Booster Club
Orenco Station Grill
Oriental Trading Company
Bob and Sue Orme
Shirley Ott
Beach and Jincy Pace
Pacific Landscape Management
Pacific Royalty Construction
Lyne Palomar
Susan Pandian
Elease Panos
Ivette Pantoja
Steve Paranto
Park Lanes Family Entertainment
William Parker
Kimberly Parrett
Kristine Patterson
Patterson Elementary School
Jon Pede
Janet Pendergrass
Melissa and Brian Pendergrass
Pendleton Round-up Association
Kat Perry
Laura and Drew Perry
Marcia Petrick
Marci Peyton
Leeyah Pham
Erika Pierce
Pink Spoon
Brittney Piper
Pittock Mansion
Plumbing Doctor
Marty Policar
Ponzi Vineyards
Portland Center Stage
Portland General Electric
Portland Trail Blazers Inc
Postal Works
Rebecca Powell
Christopher Prahl
Aaron Pratt
Aron and Victoria Pratt
Premiere Property Group - 
Lisa Bradburn

Medha Pulla
Quail Valley Golf Course
Carlos and Thelma Qualls
Deborah Raber
Maitree Rakshit
Red Tail Golf Course
Travis and Krista Reiman
Reser’s Fine Foods
Jesus Reyes
Alexandra Rhizor
Denea Rice
Roaring Springs Waterpark
Octavio Rojas-Coronel
Gina Roletto
Melanie Rose
Leo and LaRayne Rowland
Laura Ruhl
Pat Sandberg
Brent and Wendy Saxton
Diane and Mark Schantin
Jeremy and Jodie Scholz
Mike and Sue Scott
Seattle Aquarium
Seattle Mariners
Seattle Theatre Group
Gene Seibel
Sean Senko
John and Joy Shadden
Katharina Shelton
Paula Sherden
Michelle and Milton Shigemasa
Molly Siebert
Janet Simmons
Francesca and Scott Sinapi
Slabtown Tours
Melissa Slotemaker
Brad and Kim Smith
Tiffany Smith
Sojourn Ventures
Craig and Barbara Sonniksen
Nathan Sosa and Amie Fender
Olugbemi Sowole
Cassie Spector
Jay and Brenda Spencer
Jaci and Tom Spross
Sabrina Spruitenburg
Dell and Nikki Squire
Stanford’s
Susan and Steven Statler
Janis and Peter Steinfeld
Joshua Steinhurst
Jeremy Stewart
Stickmen Brewing
Stoller Family Estate
Stone Cliff Inn Restaurant & Bar
Robin Straughan
Wayne Strouhal
Norm and Sue Sturdevant
Ellery Stuth
Nuwanthi Suwandaratne
Mike Swanson
Sylvia Beach Hotel
Jeff Tathwell
Tom Taylor
Stephanie Terrell
Kim Tessner
The Artfull Garden
The Cheesecake Factory
The Meating Place

The Reserve Vineyards and Golf Club
The Standard Employee Giving
Anne Thomas
Courtney and Ron Thomas
Aimee Thompson
Priscilla Thompson
Three T Cellars
Thrivent Choice
Timberline Lodge and Ski Area
Michael and Annie Tinnesand
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
TopGolf
Alfred Torres
Amy Torres
Nicole Trajano
Annie and Carlos Tronco
Matt Turner and Nicole Gray-Turner
Quitin Tuveson
Underground Donut Tour
United Way Of Columbia-Willamette
Annette Upton
Susan Urbanski
USS Midway Museum
Paul Vames
Rick and Cheryl Van Beveren
Christian Vazquez-Rivera
Scott Vesecky
Reed and Caroline Vilhauer
Noelle Voepel
Charlie Vranizn
Christina Walters
Wanderlust Tours
Angie Watson
Ginny and Mark Watson
Jerilynn Watson
Elizabeth Webber
Corinne and Tom Weiss
JoAnn Wellner
Mike Wente
White Bird Dance
Whitehorse Graphics & Printing
Wilco Farm Store
Wild Waves Theme and Water Park
Willamette Dental
Willamette Valley Vineyards
Kelley S Wilson
Kristi Wilson
Robertta Wolf
Wood Grain Crafts
Kira Wright
Yamhill Bar and Grill
Zulu Nyala

IN HONOR OF...
Aron Carleson 
by Nancy Adamou
HilHi Band 
by Steve Carboni and Anita 
Cassarino
Stanley J and Helen Miller 
by Betsy and Jim Biller 
Taylor Howell 
by Selma Attride
The Class of 1978                         
by Tira Karlen 

In Memory Of...
Drew Henderson
by Clay Henderson

Pat Hackleman
by Christina Morgan

Patti Suhrbier
by Gary and Jan Lusk

Robert Hoggard
by Kris Hoggard

Sherman A Meyer
by Jayne Meyer

Stan Miller
by Dell and Nikki Squire
by Betsy and Jim Biller

Sue Smith
by Kim and Brad Smith

Virginia Zimmerlund
by Mike and Nadine Zimmerlund
by John and Rebecca McAllister
by Gary and Joanne Gallagher
by James and Julie Crotts

HSF gave over $319,000 to the 
Hillsboro School District during 

the 2023-2024 school year!

Thank you to all our donors for 
your generous support!

A note from Aron Carleson,             
HSF Executive Director

I had the honor of 
attending an event at Intel 
discussing Federal and 
State investments in the 
Semiconductor Industry 
in Oregon. The Governor 
announced our Silicon 
Forest is targeted as a 
“National Semiconductor 
Center,” sending a clear 
message that Oregon, and 

Washington County, are where the innovation and 
jobs are. Dr. Adrien Bennings, President of Portland 
Community College, shared information about the 
PCC QuickStart program and apprenticeships. We 
learned that 44% of all semiconductor jobs require 
types of degrees that can be earned right here at 
PCC. 
At the Hillsboro Schools Foundation, we continually 
work to help facilitate student discovery of the jobs 
that will be available to them in the future. 
As we wrap up the K-6 career kits, we are asking 
ourselves what is the next way for us to make an 
innovative difference through collective impact 
for students in our district. We have begun to 
meet the huge needs for more library books from 
authors of color and in a variety of languages. PE 
teachers are requesting help while piecemealing 
equipment to engage students with their state 
mandated increase in class time. Some of our 
schools don’t currently have parent groups and 
can’t fundraise for these items. What about more 
college and career tech opportunities for our 
middle and high school students? Could we help 
them develop their interests and skills to point 
them toward their career or college vision after 
graduation?
The HSF Board is growing to reflect our community. 
Our funding depends on the incredible support of 
the community and we are grateful. This annual 
newsletter highlights the support from the hundreds 
of people that contribute to the Foundation and 
what we have 
funded. We 
continue to 
work with the 
District and 
community to 
make decisions 
for needs. We, 
too, are sending 
a clear message 
that our students will be ready for those jobs. And 
with your continued support, they will be. 



Join us at the most exciting cultural 
celebration of the year! 
Join us at the HSF booth at the 18th Annual 
Washington County Chamber of Commerce - Unitus 
Community Credit Union Latino Cultural Festival on 
Sunday, June 30th at the Hillsboro Ball Park, home of 
the Hillsboro Hops. During a day full of joy and fun, 
nearly 10,000 event attendees will explore different 
areas packed with entertainment, art, and Latin culture. 
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to experience Latin 
culture and community at its finest! Learn more at 
www.washingtoncountychamberor.com/lcf/.

2024-2025 HSF Innovative Grants
You, the supporters of HSF, have once again provided 
educational opportunities for Hillsboro students.  Thanks 
to you, HSF was able to award 18 exceptional grants. 
Totalling over $75,000, these grants are a testament to the 
Foundation’s mission to support innovative and impactful 
educational projects that foster academic excellence and 
inspire students across the Hillsboro School District. Thank 
you for your generosity!

A “Link” to STEM: Liberty HS: Steffan Ledgerwood

Leverages 
gamification, 
inspired by a 
University of 
Maryland course, 
to engage students 
and increase the 
diversity in STEM 
classes by utilizing 
video games to 
teach engineering concepts through robot design. 

Big Blue Blocks: Tamarack ES: Natasha Inafuku & 
Holly Goritz

Provides ‘Big Blue Blocks’ for students to see and 
manipulate design thinking in the classroom. Provides 
an imaginative way to introduce force and motion and 
engineering to students. They also increase student 
engagement within a highly diverse school. 

Books Supporting Students: Poynter MS: Kimberly 
Parrett

Provides prose novels that students want to read to 
improve reading abilities in struggling readers and English 
language learners. “Own-Voice’ stories are written about 
characters from diverse groups by authors of that same 
identity. 

Buzzing with STEM: Tamarack ES: Riley Chun

Tamarack is starting to build 
their student garden for 
their new school but do not 
have tools or seeds! Helps 
with hands-on learning for 
STEAM careers. 

Creating a More Equitable Music Room: North 
Plains ES: MyKenzie Miller

Supplies xylophones and mallets for music programs 
which teach collaboration, developing techniques for 
music, rhythmic improvisation and performing in front of 
peers. Will also provide students without access to music 
lessons and instruments an opportunity try ‘band’ before 
middle school electives are chosen. 

Drumming Around the World: West Union ES: 
Samantha Schmidt

Provides multicultural musical 
experiences with drums and 
curriculum. Inclusive for all 
students regardless of ability 
or individual needs. Introduces 
World Music Drumming and 
excites students to try percussion 
in high school. 

Flight to the Future: 
Funding for Kestrel Nesting Boxes: Tamarack ES: 
Shannon Jones

Students will build high-quality kestrel nesting boxes, 
fostering student engagement in wildlife conservation 
and habitat preservation efforts.  

iPads and Communication Systems for 
Modeling: Orenco ES: Sara Kolbet, Angie James, 
Rachel Prevost

Allows teachers to communicate with minimally 
verbal or nonverbal students who are learning to use 
a communication device. Aids in teaching students 
to use devices for both expressive and receptive 
communication.

Kindness Garden: Patterson ES: Amanda Jett & 
Jamie Lentz

Connects students to the natural world through land 
stewardship, management of ecology, social awareness, 
and teaches students about the impacts humans have on 
our natural world. They will also study the Kalapuya Tribe, 
indigenous planting and how they stewarded the land we 
live on. 

Liberty Fit – Run Free! Barbara Kraft

Supports students’ ability to participate in the Liberty Fit 
running program who cannot afford the gear to run. The 
club attracts students not involved in other school sports 
who are looking to better themselves and meet fellow 
classmates.

Liberty High School Fiber Arts: Amiiya Larrance & 
Alice Kelly

Expands the Liberty Fiber Arts after-school club offerings 
to include sewing and embroidery with hi-tech sewing 
machines, Cricut makers and supplies.  

Life Skillin’ it: Century HS: Cynthia Paden-
Matsuzaki and Danny Kernan

Modifying the school weight room to enable Life Skills 
Classroom students to participate in fitness activities 
alongside general education peers. Provides lighter 
weights, weighted hula hoops, and agility materials.  

Next Level Makerspace: Poynter MS: Kimberly 
Parrett

Equitably improves student wellbeing, social 
connectedness and school engagement through a ‘Next-
Level Makerspace.’ Adds jewelry making, painting, sewing, 
and more to broaden the makerspace engagement. 

Orenco Elementary Playground Communication 
Board: Sara Kolbet, Angela James, Williiam 
Wenzloff

Purchases a 
communication 
board for near 
the playground so 
that all students 
can point to 
images relating 
to play and basic 
communication 
when verbal communication is difficult.

Our Future STEM Leaders: Jackson ES: Jennifer 
Brown PTA

Inspires students to be STEM leaders by offering after-
school LEGO robotics programs. Helps students to learn 
programing, development and engineering prior to middle 
and high school. 

Sew Much Potential: Century High School:  
Cassondra Sauve

Upgrades the Century Theatre potential with an investment 
in the costume shop. Purchases sewing machines and 
sergers to teach students sewing arts for the robust CTE 
theatre program. 

Sparking a Love of Reading: Liberty HS: Lisa Allen

Spark of Love of Reading provides exciting classroom 
libraries for every Language Arts classroom at Liberty. 
Encourages high schoolers to read at every opportunity, 
books that are reflective of their home languages and 
cultures with exciting and engaging stories. Supports 11 
classrooms, with 20-70 new books per classroom.  

Transition Skills 
for Success: 
Peter Boscow 
Campus – 
Community 
Transitions: 
Krista Hanson

Creates a 
student-operated 
freeze-drying 
business. This grant will instill essential employment skills, 
boost confidence, and promote community inclusion for 
our students with intellectual disabilities.  
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Summer 
2024

HSD Alumni Golf Tournament 
HSF’s Alumni Golf Tournament returns for a fourth 
year! Scheduled for Thursday, September 12th, we’ll be 
playing a fun 9-holes at McKay Creek, bringing HSF/HSD 
Alumni together. Sponsorship opportunities are currently 
available. Head to hsfonline.org for more details and to 
register!

7th Annual Fiesta de Tamales 
Join HSF and friends at Hillsboro’s very own M&M 
Market on Saturday, November 23rd for the 7th 
Annual Fiesta de Tamales. Please join us, support local 
businesses, and take home delicious, fresh, handmade 
tamales! More info under “Events” at hsfonline.org.

Sep
2024

HSF at Hillsboro’s Festivals & Markets!
Latino Cultural Festival - June 30th

Tuesday Night Markets -June 18th, July 30th, & 
August 20th

Saturday Markets -June 8th, July 20th, August 17th, & 
September 7th

Nov 
2024


